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SYSTEM J^ND METHOD FOR ENABLING A USER TO SELECT DOCUMENTS 
FROM A DISPLAY OF A SUMMARY VIEW OF DOCUMENTS AND TO CREATE 
A LIST OF THE SELECTED DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a system and method for enabling a user to 
select documents from a summary view of documents and to create a hst of the selected 
documents. 

2. Discussion of the Background 

There are numerous systems that generate and/or display a summary view of one 
or more documents. As used herein, the term document means document, message, file, 
or other unit of information. 

One example of a system that generates and/or displays a summary view of one 
or more documents is a conventional electronic mail (e-mail) system. A conventional e- 
mail system allows a user to view the contents of his or her e-mail inbox by displaying a 
summary view of the one or more e-mail documents (i.e., messages) stored in the inbox. 
FIG. 1 illustrates an example of such a summary view 100. As shown in FIG. 1, 
summary view 100 includes document summary data for each e-mail in the inbox. 
Document summary data is data that pertains to a document. For example, for a 
document such as an e-mail message, document summary data may include any one or 
more of the following: the title or subject of the document, the sender of the document, 
the recipient of the document, the time the document was sent, and other document 
summary data. 

Another example of a system that generates a summary view of one or more 
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documents is an Internet search engine. An Internet search engine takes as input a 
query string, searches the Internet for documents that match the query string, and 
produces as output a hst of the titles and URLs of the documents that match the query 
string. This hst of document titles and URLs is transmitted to a web browser, which 
displays a summary view of the documents that match the search criteria by displaying 
the list of document titles received from the search engine. 

Still another example of a system that generates a summary view of one or more 
documents is an electronic bulletin board system. An electronic bulletin board system 
is an electronic message center that lets user of the system post messages to an 
electronic bulletin board and to reply to messages that have been posted. Most bulletin 
board systems allow what is called "discussion threads/' A discussion tliread is a series 
of related messages. Conventionally, when a user accesses a bulletin board system, the 
system generates a summary view of one or more messages that have been posted to the 
bulletin board. The user then browses the summary view and selects the message that 
the user would like to read. 

A disadvantage of conventional systems that are capable of displaying a 
summary view of documents is that these conventional systems do not allow a user to 
select one or more of the documents listed in the summary view and easily create a Hst 
of the documents that are selected. Other drawbacks exist. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a computer system and computer implemented 
method that allows a user to select one or more of the documents that are listed in a 
summary view of documents and creates a hst of the selected documents. 
Advantageously, for each selected document, the hst includes document summary data 
pertaining to the selected document and a hyperlink to the selected document. 
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In one aspect, a method according to the present invention includes the steps of: 
displaying a summary view of one more documents to a user, allowing the user to select 
one or more of the documents listed in the summary view, creating a list of the selected 
documents, wherein, for each selected document, the list includes document summary 
data pertaining to the selected document and a hyperhnk to the selected document, and 
storing the list in a system clipboard so that the Ust can be pasted into one or more 
documents or transferred to programs other than the one that displays the summary 
view of documents. 

In one aspect, a computer system according to the present invention includes a 
processor and memory that stores software (also refeixed to as "computer readable 
program code") that is executed by the processor, wherein when the processor executes 
the software the computer system is operable to display a summary view of one more 
documents to a user, allow the user to select one or more of the documents Usted in the 
summary view, create a list of the selected documents, wherein, for each selected 
document, the hst includes document summary data pertaining to the selected document 
and a hyperlink to the selected document, and store the list in a system clipboard so that 
the list can be pasted into documents. 

In one embodiment, the step of creating the list of the selected documents 
includes the step of creating a table having a row for each selected document, wherein 
each row has one or more fields. Preferably, the field(s) of the first row of the table 
include field headings (such as "Title," "Subject/' "To," or other field headings). The 
step of creating the list further includes the step of inserting the document summary data 
and the hyperlinks included in the list into the other rows of the table. The step of 
storing the list in the system clipboard includes the step of storing the table in the 
system chpboard so that the table can be pasted into documents or transferred to other 
programs. 
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The above and other features and advantages of the present invention, as well as 
the structure and operation of various embodiments of the present invention, are 
described in detail below with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated herein and form part of the 
specification, illustrate various embodiments of the present invention and, together with 
the description, further serve to explain the principles of the invention and to enable a 
person skilled in the pertinent art to make and use the invention. In the drawings, like 
reference numbers indicate identical or ftinctionally similar elements. Additionally, the 
left-most digit(s) of a reference number identifies the drawing in which the reference 
number first appears. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional summary view of documents. 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a computer implemented process 200 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an example summary view. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a list according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a table according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram of a computer system according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
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While the present invention may be embodied in many different forms, there is 
described herein in detail an illustrative embodiment with the understanding that the 
present disclosure is to be considered as an example of the principles of the invention 
and is not intended to limit the invention to the illustrated embodiment. 
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FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a computer implemented process 200 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. Process 200 begins in step 202 
where the computer displays on a computer monitor or other ou^ut device a summary 
view of one or more documents (i.e., N documents where N is an integer greater than or 
^10 equal to 1). A sunraiary view of N documents is a document list having N entries, 

g wherein each entry is associated with one of the N documents and includes document 

y summary data that pertains to the associated document. 

m 

FIG- 3 illustrates an example summary view 300 of N documents where N = 6, 
p As shown in FIG. 3, summary view 300 is a list having six entries 301-306. Each entry 

j-^ includes docunient summary data that pertains to a document. 

I J 

I ;| Next (step 204), the computer enables a user of the computer to select one or 

f ij more of the N documents by selecting one or more of the entries in the displayed hst. 

20 Using summary view 300 as an example, if the user desired to select the document 

associated with entry 303, the user would select entry 303. 

There are numerous ways that the computer can enable the user to select one or 
more of the entries in the displayed hst. For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the computer 

25 can display a check-box adjacent to each entry so that if the user wanted to select entry 

302 and 304, the user would put a check in check-boxes 312 and 314, respectively. As 
another example, the user may select an entry by choking on the entry while holding 
down a predetermined keyboard key. Other ways of selecting one or more entries are 
possible. In response to the user selecting an entry, the computer, in one embodiment, 

30 sets an internal flag that indicates that the entry was selected. That is, in one 
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embodiment, each entry is associated with an internal flag, and when an entry is 
selected by the user, the computer sets the flag associated with the entry to a particular 
state that indicates that the entry was selected. 



5 After the user selects one or more of the entries from the list, the user may cUck 

on a particular user interface button, select a particular menu item, or otherwise indicate 
to the computer that the user desires to have the computer create a list of the selected 
entries and store the list in a system clipboard. 

1 10 Next (step 206), in response to receiving the indication from the user, the 

;W computer creates a list of the selected entries. More specifically, in one embodiment, 

|y the computer determines the entries that have been selected by the user by examining 

^ the flags that are associated with the entries, and, for each selected entry (e.g., each 

entry who's associated flag is set to the particular state), copies document summary data 
^5 that is included in the selected entry and adds the copied document summary data to the 

Hst, thereby creating a new entry in the list. 

fi 

1: • ^ 

Next (step 208), for each selected entry, the computer creates a hyperlink to the 
document associated with the selected entry and includes the hyperlink in the entry 

20 created in step 206. Each hyperlink to a document includes a locator for locating the 

document. For example, if the document resides on the computer's file system, the 
computer determines the pathname of the document (i.e., the file name of the document 
and the folder(s) in which the document is stored) and uses the pathname in creating the 
hyperlink to the document. As another example, if the document is an Internet 

25 document, the computer determines the URL for the document and uses the URL in 

creating the hyperlink. 



FIG. 4 illustrates a list 400, according to one embodiment, that is created by the 
computer when the user selects entries 302 and 304 of summary view 300 and indicates 
30 to the computer that the user desires to have the computer create a list based on the 
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selected entries. List 400 includes two entries: entry 402 and 404. Entry 402 
corresponds to entry 302 and entry 404 corresponds to entry 304. As shown in FIG. 4, 
entry 402 includes document summary data 412 that was copied from entry 302 and a 
hyperlink 413 that references the document associated with entry 302. Similarly, entry 
404 includes document summary data 414 that was copied from entry 304 and a 
hyperiink 415 that references the document associated with entry 304. 

Although hyperhnks 413 and 415 are shown as being separate from document 
summary data 412 and 414, respectively, it is contemplated that the document summary 
data 412 and 414 and hyperhnks 413 and 415, respectively, may be combined so that 
when the user chcks on or otherwise selects summary data 412 or 414, this action will 
activate the hyperlink 413 or 415 and cause the computer to display the appropriate 
dociunent. 



Next (step 210), the computer stores hst 400 in its clipboard, which enables the 
user to paste list 400 into other applications and documents. Because list 400 includes a 
hyperlink to each document referenced in list 400, a user can easily access a document 
that is referenced in Hst 400 by pasting list 400 into a document and then clicking on the 
hyperlink in list 400 that is associated with the document. For example, if the user 
desired to view the document associated with entry 302, the user could paste Hst 400 
into a document and then click on hyperlink 413. In response to the user clicking on a 
hyperhnk, the computer displays to the user the document associated with the hyperlink. 

Next (step 212), in response to receiving a paste command from the user, the 
computer creates a copy of the hst m the clipboard and inserts the copy of the hst into a 
document or apphcation. 

In one embodiment, the computer places the Hst in a table and stores the table in 
the clipboard. Preferably, if the summary view includes field headings then the first 
row of the table includes those field headings. Once the table is stored in the clipboard. 
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the user can paste the table into one or more documents. After pasting the table into a 
document, the user can view a document associated with an entry in the table by 
clicking on the appropriate hyperlink. FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary table 500 that 
includes list 400. As shown in FIG. 5, table 500 has three rows and four columns. The 
first row 501 of table 500 includes the following field headings: "Date," "From," and 
"Subject." The second row 502 includes docviment hyperlink 413 and document 
summary data 412. The third row 503 includes document hyperlink 415 and document 
summary data 414. When the user desires to view the document to which document 
summary data 414 pertains, the user need only click on or otherwise activate hyperlink 
415, which causes the computer to display the document. 

In other embodiments, as described above, hyperlinks 41 3 and 41 5 can be 
combined with document summary data 412 and 414, respectively, so that the document 
summary data 412 and 414 are themselves hyperlinks to the document to which the 
summary data pertains. That is, for example, the user can view the document associated 
with document summary data 412 by clicking on or otherwise selecting document 
smnmary data 412. 

FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram of a computer system 600 according to the 
present invention. The computer system mcludes a processing unit 602, a computer 
readable medium 605 that stores software 606, a monitor 608, and one or more user 
input devices 610, such as a keyboard, mouse, or other user input device. Software 606 
enables computer 600 to perform the metiiod described above. 

While various illustrative embodiments of the present invention have been 
described above, it should be understood that they have been presented by way of 
example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope of the present invention 
should not be limited by any of the above-described exemplary embodiments, but 
should be defined only in accordance with the following claims and their equivalents. 
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